
Climate Change Policy: A Survey
Edited by Stephen H. Schneider, Armin Rosencranz, and John O. Niles
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2002. 368 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-880-X, $60.00 cloth; 1-55963-881-8, $29.50 paper.

The consequences of rapid and substantial human-induced global
climate change on life on Earth could be far-reaching. The impact on
society of stringent emission control programs could be enormous, and
the efficiency of such action may be highly debatable. The prompt
costs and delayed benefits characteristic of climate change have meant
that early policy research has focused on analysis of the cost-effective-
ness of various greenhouse gas abatement strategies. Consequently, sci-
entific climate research has focused on explorations of the Earth’s
environment, assuming that the atmospheric concentration of green-
house gases continues to increase. Little effort has been expended on
exploration of the interactions among various elements of the climate
problem, on a systematic evaluation of climate stabilization benefits, or
on the costs of adapting to a changed climate.

Because there is an immediate need for policy decisions on how to
prevent or adapt to climate change—and how to allocate scarce funds
in doing so—we must move beyond isolated studies of the various parts
of the climate problem. Many historical cases of isolated environmental
problems teach us that the interactions among the various socio-
economic, sociocultural, physical, and political processes at play in the
anthropogenic enhancement of the greenhouse effect can only be
underestimated.

Climate Change Policy: A Survey provides this broader perspective
by presenting a collection of chapters addressing issues related to
global climate policy. Although the survey presented in the book is
selective (it would be difficult, if not impossible—given the complexity

of the issue—to discuss all aspects in
one book) and the chapters vary in
detail and scope (e.g., from basic cli-
mate science chapters to more technical
chapters in the section on energy
choices), this book gives readers a bet-
ter understanding of the nature of
global climate change problem in a
policy context. The book will therefore
be a useful source to anyone profes-
sionally engaged in the wide area of
global climate change. In particular, it
will be of interest to policy makers and
policy analysts, and it will contribute
to the continuous dialogue between
scientists and policy makers.

Science can provide the basis for political action. However, scien-
tific information is not automatically translated into political decisions,
but rather goes through a complex process in which stakeholders and
decision makers interpret the information and negotiate with each other.
Furthermore, the complexity of global climate change cannot be
straight-jacketed into a single-discipline harness. The essentials of global
climate change cannot be captured by a simple cost–benefit analysis, just
as reducing global climate change to a simple emissions reduction game,
as in the Kyoto process, does no justice to the complexity of the policy
dimension. This book does a great job in challenging readers to study
the complexity of the climate problem from different perspectives.

PIM MARTENS
Pim Martens is Deputy Director of the International Centre for Integrative
Studies, Maastricht Univerity, the Netherlands.
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Analysis and Fate of Surfactants in the
Aquatic Environment
T. P. Knepper, D. Barceló, P. de Voogt, eds.
New York:Elsevier Science, 2003. 960 pp. ISBN: 0-
444-50935-6, $395

Arsine: Human Health Aspects
International Programme on Chemical Safety
Geneva, Switzerland:World Health Organization,
2003. 33 pp. ISBN: 92-4-153047-2, $11.70

Atlas of Occupational Health and
Diseases
Nerys Williams, John Harrison
London:Arnold Publishers, 2003. 128 pp. 
ISBN: 0-340-74069-8, $98.50

Awakening the Dead Zone: An
Investment for Agriculture, Water
Quality, and Climate Change
Suzie Greenhalgh, Amanda Sauer
Washington, DC:World Resources Institute, 2003.
24 pp. ISBN: 1-56973-545-x, $5

Chemicals in the Atmosphere: Solubility,
Sources and Reactivity
Peter Fogg, James Sangster
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2003. 468 pp.
ISBN: 0-471-98651-8, $95

Computational Molecular Biology
S. Istrail, P. Pevzner, R. Shamir, eds.
New York:Elsevier Science, 2003. 184 pp. 
ISBN: 0-444-51384-1, $184

Contaminated Communities:
Psychosocial Impacts from the
Contamination of Home and Place, 2nd
edition
Michael R. Edelstein, ed.
Boulder, CO:Westview Press, 2003. 352 pp. 
ISBN: 0-8133-4148-5, $90

Ecological Informatics: Understanding
Ecology by Biologically-Inspired
Computation
Friedrich Recknagel, ed.
Heidelberg, Germany:Springer-Verlag, 2003. 425 pp.
ISBN: 3-540-43455-0, $99

Ethylene Glycol: Human Health Aspects
International Programme on Chemical Safety
Geneva, Switzerland:World Health Organization,
2003. 42 pp. ISBN: 92-4-153045-6, $11.70

Geochemical Processes in Soil and
Groundwater
Horst D. Schulz, Astrid Hadeler, eds.
Weinheim, Germany:Wiley-VCH Verlag, 2003.
450 pp. ISBN: 3-527-27766-8, $150

Global Inequalities at Work: Work’s
Impact on the Health of Individuals,
Families, and Societies
Jody Heymann, ed.
New York:Oxford University Press, 2003. 
320 pp. ISBN: 0-19-515086-4, $49.95

In Vitro Neurotoxicology: Principles 
and Challenges
Evelyn Tiffany-Castiglioni
Totowa, NJ:Humana Press, 2003. 350 pp. 
ISBN: 1-58829-047-6, $125

Indoor Environment: Airborne Particles
and Settled Dust
Lidia Morawska, Tunga Salthammer, eds.
Weinheim, Germany:Wiley-VCH Verlag, 2003.
350 pp. ISBN: 3-527-30525-4, $125

Medical Anthropology in Ecological
Perspective, 4th edition
Ann McElroy
Boulder, CO:Westview Press, 2003. 448 pp. 
ISBN: 0-8133-3821-2, $38

Mine Wastes: Characterization,
Treatment and Environmental Impacts
Bernd Lottermoser
Heidelberg, Germany:Springer-Verlag, 2003. 277 pp.
ISBN: 3-540-00526-9, $99.95

Negotiating Environmental Change:
New Perspectives from Social Science
Frans Berkhout, Melissa Leach, Ian Scoones, eds.
Northampton, MA:Edward Elgar Publishing, 2003.
320 pp. ISBN: 1-84064-673-X, $100 cloth; 
1-84376-153-X, $35 paper.

The New Public Health, 2nd edition
Fran Baum
New York:Oxford University Press, 2003.
245 pp. ISBN: 0-19-551552-8, $49.50

Principles of Molecular Oncology, 
2nd edition
Miguel H. Bronchud, MaryAnn Foote,
Giuseppe Giaccone, Olufunmilayo Olopade,
Paul Workman
Totowa, NJ:Humana Press, 2003. 650 pp. 
ISBN: 1-58829-279-7, $145

RNAi: A Guide to Gene Silencing
Gregory Hannon, ed.
Cold Spring Harbor, NY:CSHL Press, 2003. 400 pp.
ISBN: 0-87969-641-9, $130

Signal Transduction and Human Disease
Toren Finkel, J. S. Gutkind
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2003. 488 pp.
ISBN: 0-471-02011-7, $99.95

The Smoking Puzzle: Information, Risk
Perception, and Choice 
Frank A. Sloan, V. Kerry Smith, Donald H.
Taylor, Jr.
Cambridge, MA:Harvard University Press, 2003.
288 pp. ISBN: 0-674-01039-6, $55

Sustainable Mobility: Renewable
Energies for Powering Fuel Cell Vehicles
Raphael Edinger, Sanjay Kaul
Westport, CT:Greenwood Publishing Group, 2003.
144 pp. ISBN: 1-56720-484-8, $64.95

Sustaining Abundance: Environmental
Performance in Industrial Democracies
Lyle Scruggs
New York:Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
272 pp. ISBN: 0-521-01692-4, $22

Towards a Collaborative Environmental
Research Agenda
Adrian Winnett, Alysoun Warhurst, eds.
New York: Palgrave, 2003. 208 pp. 
ISBN: 0-333-67480-4, $69.95
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